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Lesson 14 – Why Are We Saved?
“Christianity is not only true…it is humanity’s one great hope.”








- Charles Colson
Chapter 30 – The Knockout Punch.  Colson tells the story of boxer Danny Croce whose life of alcohol and drug abuse eventually landed him in prison for running over and killing his police office friend John Gilbert accidentally after a night of drinking.  
Danny’s first weeks in prison were violent and the images of what he had done kept him awake night after night.  One night a fellow inmate recruited Danny to attend a vehicular-homicide group where he met a longhaired hippie type who asked him, “Have you ever prayed to God?”  Danny hadn’t prayed since he was a kid, but later that night he found himself begging, more out of desperation than anything else, “Please, God, let me sleep.”  That was the last thing he remembered.  Suddenly it was morning, and for the first time in months he had an appetite for breakfast.  
The hippie lent Danny his New Testament and he began reading about Jesus – a man who appealed to him.  Jesus was straight with everyone, and although he was always being set up, he stood his ground.  He told people so clearly what was in their hearts that he knocked them out with his words, without throwing a punch – unlike Danny, who had been fighting ever since his family first moved into the rough part of Brockton, Mass.  Danny felt drawn to Jesus, but when he compared himself to him, he started to feel afraid.  This man who never raised his fists scared him as nobody else had.  Danny approached the prison chaplain and asked him about those passages where Jesus talks about hell.  The chaplain explained to Danny that he was lost and on his way to hell, but that if he repented and asked Jesus to come into his life and save him, He would.  Danny prayed the sinner’s prayer and his life began to turn around.  He started studying the Bible and confronting his bad habits one by one.  First, he was convicted about smoking and drinking, then his foul language.  Danny learned that he couldn’t do it in his own power, but he could cry out to God for strength.  After umpteen prayers a day, the old habits started to fade.  
Then one day Danny was tested.  New inmates were picking on a frail 19 year old kid called Squeaky.  Danny stepped in to help.  “This shrimp’s your whore, isn’t he you queer freak.  You ..,” a newcomer said and threw a raging punch at Danny.  Danny stepped forward quickly and caught him with three close-in shots to the head – bm, bm, bm.  The old fury rose up within him and he cleaned the guy with a right cross.  The Buzzer sounded -- time for chapel.  After chapel Danny asked the chaplain what he should do.  “You know what to do.  When you offend your brother, you have to make it right.  You have to go to the guy.”  Danny could hardly bring himself to do that, but he did.  “I came by to see how you’re doing.  I’m sorry for laying you out.  I know what I’m doing – too much to hit you like that.  We square?”   “Square,” the newcomer said and they shook hands.
With months still to serve, Danny felt unfettered as he never had on the outside.  There, he had made a prison of his world.  Here, in prison, God had set him free.  He now saw where the old ways would lead him, and he was free to turn and walk the other way – free to choose the good, even when his old ways still called to him.
Ten years after his release, Danny Croce once again entered the Plymouth Correctional Facility.  He stood in the lock, between the double doors operated by security.  The first door had closed behind him.  The second refused to open.  He buzzed again.  “Who are you?” a voice said over the intercom.  For a panicky moment he wondered.  He remembered being in that same prison the first time.  Was he the man who killed John Gilbert?  Yes.  Who else was he?  Faces and events rushed through his memory like a video in fast-forward.  The day he was released from prison.  His marriage.  His five children.  The years working with troubled kids in Boston.  Then the big break: being accepted at Wheaton College and receiving the Charles W. Colson Scholarship for ex-offenders.  His graduation.  His ordination.  Yes, he remembered.  Both who he had been and who he was now.  “Who are you?” the voice repeated.  “I’m the new prison chaplain,” Danny answered.

Chapter 31 – Saved to What?   Danny Croce’s story is not only heartwarming because of his redemption, but because of what he did after his broken life was redeemed.  When Danny became a Christian, he embarked on an adventure to change the world.  He set out to transform the world he had previously known.  When God makes us new creations, we are meant to help create a new world around us.  
Cultures can be renewed – even those typically considered the most corrupt and intractable.  But if we are to restore our world, we first have to shake off the comfortable notion that Christianity is merely a personal experience, applying only to one’s private life.  “No man is an island,” wrote the Christian poet John Donne.  Yet one of the great myths of our day is that we are islands – that our decisions are personal and that no one has a right to tell us what to do in our private lives.  We easily forget that every private decision contributes to the moral and cultural climate in which we live, rippling out in ever widening circles – first in our personal and family lives, and then in the broader society.  That’s because every decision we make reflects our worldview.  Every choice, every action, either expresses a false worldview and thus contributes to a disordered and broken world, or expresses God’s truth and helps build a world that reflects His created order.  As we have seen with Danny Croce, transformed people transform cultures.  And that is what every believer is called to do, as the Scripture makes clear.
The Scriptural justification for culture building starts with Genesis 1:28, “God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’”  Sometimes called the “cultural commission” it is God’s command to culminate the reflection of His image and to have dominion over His creation (Gen 1:26).  Though the creation itself was “very good,” the task of building a civilization, God turned over to His image bearers.  This same command is still binding on us today.  When we are redeemed, we are not only freed from the sinful motivations that drive us, but also restored to fulfill our original purpose, empowered to do what we were created to do: to build societies and create culture – and in doing so, restore the created order left behind by the Fall.
The Lord’s Cultural Commission is inseparable from the Great Commission (Mt 28:19, 20).  Salvation is not just personal freedom from sin, it is also the means or resuming the task we were given in the beginning – the job of creating a good culture.  We are to bring all things under the Lordship of Christ.  Colossians 1:19, 20 puts it this way: “It was the Father’s good pleasure to have all the fullness of Deity to dwell on Christ, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross, whether things on earth or things in heaven.”  Christians are saved not only from something (sin), but also to something – Christ’s Lordship over all of life.  The Christian life certainly begins with personal spiritual restoration, but then we are meant to proceed with the restoration of all of God’s creation, which includes public as well as private virtue; family as well as individual life; education and community; work, politics, and law; science and medicine; literature, art and music.  This redemptive goal permeates everything we do, for there is no invisible dividing line between sacred and secular.  We are to bring “all things” under the Lordship of Christ, in the home and the school, in the workshop and the corporate boardroom, on the movie screen and the concert stage, in the city council and the legislative chamber.  The Christian is to take his or her Biblical Worldview out into the world, not only seeing things as God sees them, but acting in such a way as to bring all things under His Lordship.  There are no fact/value distinctives for the Christian as there is for most others in our culture, i.e., where science uncovers “facts,” which are believed to be reliable and true, while morality and religion are thought to be based on “values,” which are subjective and relative to the individual.  On the contrary, God’s laws, whether they govern nature or morality, govern all of creation.
All major cultures since the beginning of history have understood the concept of universal order – all that is, except postmodern Western culture.  In the Far East it was call Tao; in ancient Egypt it was called Ma’at; in Greek philosophy it was called Logos.  In Jn 1:1, John borrows this Greek word for the universal plan of creation and identifies Logos (Word) with Jesus Christ Himself.  In other words, Jesus is the source of the universal plan or design of creation.  As a result, obedience to Christ means living in accord with that plan in all aspects of life.  For the Christian there must be no dichotomy between the sacred and the secular because nothing lies outside God’s created order.  Our task is to reclaim the entire created order for His dominion.  Through the centuries, when Christians have lived out their faith by putting both the Cultural Commission and the Great Commission to work, they have renewed, restored, and, on occasion, even built new cultures.  They have literally turned the world right-side up.  
All Truth is God’s Truth
In the first century, a tiny group of Jewish dissidents spread a preposterous message about a condemned felon who rose from the dead.  From such ignoble beginnings, Christianity grew into a force that dominated Western culture and eventually the world.  How?  By believer’s dramatic testimony under persecution, pagans were drawn to Christ and His church.  In the second century, the blood of Christians became the seed of the church and Christians soon filled every corner of ancient society.  As they grew in number they worked to transform the culture from within.  The early church sought to fulfill both the Great Commission and the Cultural Commission, to redeem both souls and society.  And when the Roman Empire fell, it was Christians who saved civilization.

The Dark Ages began in 406 AD when barbarians flooded into Roman territory and Roman civilization started to be replaced by small kingdoms ruled by illiterate, barbaric warrior-kings.  As the shadow of the Dark Ages fell over Western civilization, it was the Christian church that rebuilt it.  St. Patrick began his mission by facing the pagan Irish priests (druids) who practiced human sacrifice, and the warriors who hung enemy skulls from their belts.  Into this bloodthirsty culture St. Patrick brought the Christian message of love and forgiveness and established monasteries throughout the land.  This movement began to revolutionize the world.  Warriors cast aside their swords and a culture of brute and battle was transformed by a Christian ethic.  The Irish monasteries became refuge for vast numbers of Christian scholars who copied and preserved the Bible as well as other great books of culture.  They taught their converts Latin, music and painting.  They began to send missionaries across Scotland, England and the European continent.  Everywhere they went they carried their Bibles and books with them and in the process saved civilization
.  The monasteries became the center of culture, replacing the dying cities with islands of peace and spiritual order.  The monk’s first concern was to nurture the inner life of faith, but this eventually led to social change as well.  One of the most exciting chapters in the history of the Christian church is the transformation of the barbarians from bloodthirsty warriors in to peace-loving farmers.  As the barbarians were converted, European society began to flourish.  Christianity gave birth to universities which eventually grew into the centers of learning and culture.  Later, the Reformation would spark a quantum leap in cultural transformation by inspiring the industrial revolution and creating a political climate that made free democracies possible.
This is how Christianity is supposed to function in society – not just as a private faith, but as a creative force in the culture.  The inner life of faith must shape our actions out in the world.  In every choice we make, we either help overcome the forces of barbarism or acquiesce to those forces.  We either help build a life-giving, peace-loving ethos, or fan the flame of egoism and destruction.  
At the beginning of the third millennium, we face the same challenges and opportunities of the early church: to build a culture informed by a Biblical worldview.  We must not give into the battle-weary cry of those who say that we have lost the culture war and might as well turn to building only our churches.  To leave the cultural battlefield now is not only to sin, but it is desertion at a time when we are on the threshold of our greatest opportunity.  In the 20th century all the grand worldviews and political systems have fallen – Communism, Nazism, Socialism, liberalism, scientism.  All that remains is the cynicism of postmodernism with its bankrupt assertions that there is no objective truth or meaning.  People are now seeing the result of individual autonomy and how it only leads to moral chaos and state coercion.  The time is ripe for a message that social peace and personal fulfillment is only available in Christianity, which offers the most rational and realistic hope for both personal redemption and social renewal.  Christianity can seize this moment to show the world, as the Irish did centuries ago, that it is not only true, but that it is humanity’s one great hope.
Bible Study:  Gen 1:26-28; Acts 1:8; Mt 5:13-16; Col 1:15-20; Ps 147:16-19 (God’s moral laws - v19 - are just as sure as His natural laws - v16-18); 2 Cor 5:18-20; Phil 1:12-16
Questions:

1. Do you relate personally to any aspects of Danny Croce’s story?  In what ways?
2. Whose task is it to build civilization?

3. Are there secular/sacred distinctions in Scripture?  In society?

4. Why do you think many who call themselves Christians refrain from being builders/transformers of culture?  How do you personally see it?
5. How are we to be ambassadors for Christ?
� Thomas Cahill,  How The Irish Saved Civilization, (Doubleday, 1995) 
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